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®When the report was heard in Pharaoh’s house, “Joseph’s H@DE
brothers have come,” Pharaoh and his servants were

pleased. " Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Say to your brothers, ‘Do this: load your
animals and go back to the land of Canaan.'®Take your father and your
households and come to me, so that | may give you the best of the land of Egypt,
and you may enjoy the fat of the land.” ®You are further charged to say, ‘Do this:
take wagons from the land of Egypt for your little ones and for your wives, and bring
your father, and come. 2°Give no thought to your possessions, for the best of all

 r»

the land of Egypt is yours.

21The sons of Israel did so. Joseph gave them wagons according to the instruction
of Pharaoh, and he gave them provisions for the journey. 22To each one of them he
gave a set of garments, but to Benjamin he gave three hundred pieces of silver and
five sets of garments. 2 To his father he sentthe following: ten donkeys loaded with
the good things of Egypt and ten female donkeys loaded with grain, bread, and
provision for his father on the journey. 2 Then he sent his brothers on their way, and
as they were leaving he said to them, “Do not quarrel along the way.”

S0 they went up out of Egypt and came to their father Jacob in the land of
Canaan. 26 And they told him, “Joseph is still alive! He is even ruler over all the land
of Egypt.” He was stunned; he could not believe them. 2” But when they told him all
the words of Joseph that he had said to them, and when he saw the wagons that
Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of their father Jacob revived. 2 Israel said,
“Enough! My son Joseph is still alive. | must go and see him before | die.”

CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER

O merciful Christ, as | sit here in the quietness of my own space and time, | pray
open my heart to receive the mercy of your love. Feelings of failure soften before
your compassion; wounds heal in the light of your forgiving mercy. Help me to
breathe in grace, to exhale judgement, to choose reconciliation over retaliation.
Let your patience with me become patience through me for others, especially
those | find difficult to forgive. May your cross teach me how to forgive not just with
words but with acts of mercy that renew trust and rebuild relationship. Guide my
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thoughts, desires, and conversations toward your healing tenderness, until |
resemble your mercy more each day. Amen.

PRAYER POINTS OF THANKS
Thank God for:

o Grace that overcomes past hurts enabling restoration in families,
communities, and nations.

o Recognising how God uses difficult seasons to prepare us for blessing
others.

o Forrelational healing that strengthens trust building a future together even
when plans are changed.

Praise God for:

o Modeling what sovereign wisdom looks like through stores of mercy and
salvation through ordinary people and painful beginnings.

o Thefreedom mercy brings us despite not erasing the wrong but offering new
paths of love and generosity.

o The gift of reconciliation that reorients our identities toward belonging in
God’s redemptive plan.

PRAYER POINTS OF CONFESSION

o Continuing to have a stubborn heart that clings to grievance rather than
extending forgiveness.
A consistent failure to trust God’s timing
Not extending Christ’s grace to estranged neighbours with mercy and
hospitality.

WORDS OF GRACE

God love for you is immeasurable, and God’s grace surrounds you always. When
we bring our confession to God, we step into truth, and the freedom the truth
brings you. We’re not defined by our past failings, we are defined by God’s faithful
mercy. Receive forgiveness as a gift and let forgiveness flow through you to others.
We’re all invited to grow in grace, to walk in peace, and to be renewed day by day.
We are loved and empowered by the Spirit of Love and forgiveness. In the name of
the risen Christ amen.

REFLECTION

When we first come across the story of Joseph early in Genesis 37, it’s a story of
jealousy, fear and lies. However, that isn’t how the story evolves. A lot happens to
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him and as his story draws us further into Genesis it unfolds as grace and hope
breaks through fear, love dissolves suspicion, and forgiveness rewrites the past.
When Joseph reveals his identity to his brothers, his words and actions become a
living message on the power of grace to transcend betrayal and redefine
relationship. The brothers carry a concern with the burden of their guilt, expecting
punishment, however what transpires is quite different, they receive aremarkable
gift of acceptance that realigns every memory of their earlier deceit.

Joseph’s grace is proactive rather than earned. He doesn’t demand apologies or
broadcast revenge; he speaks with calm authority and invites reconciliation. The
test of forgiveness is in his hands, isn’t about forgetting harm but rather about
choosing a new attitude toward the ones who harmed him. His emotional
restraint, revealing himself, comforting them, assuring them of safety all
demonstrating a love that refuses to weaponise pain. A phrase ‘don’t be distressed
or angry with yourselves’ speaks into a deep pastoral mercy knowing that the past
is the past and can’t be rewritten yet its burden can be lifted by grace leaving room
for hope found with restoration.

Love, in this instance, isn’t a naive gesture but costly generosity. Joseph provides
for his family, secures their future, and even instructs them to bring to him Jacob
and the entire family to Egypt. This is love seeking the flourishing of others, even
when it costs the beloved caretaker something of himself. The love that flows from
God’s Kingship becomes the entity through which our relationship is enabled to be
repaired. Joseph senses that God has been guiding him beyond his own hurt
toward the greater good. His brothers become unwitting partners in God’s purpose
to preserve a lineage through which blessing would ultimately unfold for in wider
world contexts.

Forgiveness in this case isn’ta once only act but a cultivated habit of reframing the
brother’s story requiring memory without bitterness, trusting that God’s purposes
can redeem the cruelest arrangements, turning away from retaliation towards
reconciliation. Joseph’s forgiveness clears a space where mutual trust can be
rebuilt, not by rubbing out the wrong but by choosing a future in which the wronged
hold the greater claim of mercy. The family’s reunion, the proclamation to Jacob,
all went towards the creation of a new beginning in Goshen all testify to a forgiving
grace that invites a people into a larger, more generous map of belonging.

It’s in these things that our Genesis reading for this week offers us an invitation to
live in a grace that reconciles, a love that provides, and a forgiveness that
reimagines what finally matters: the restoration of relationships and the healing of
communities under the sovereignty of our God who transforms wounds into
avenues of blessings.
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INTERCESSORY PRAYER

Merciful Lord Jesus, grant us all Joseph’s courage to forgive, and Jacob’s faith to
trust your timing. Help families reconcile across grief, famine, and distance. Bless
leaders as Pharaoh did, with provision and peace. Let your deliverance bind
generations, that we may rejoice in your gracious, unseen reconciling hands
through Christ my Lord. Amen.

JOSEPH’S BROTHERS © SVR
Joseph’s brothers carry news of life in Egypt’s light:
Your son, once sold, now ruler, speaks mercy’s truth to night.
Pharaoh blesses journeys, Goshen’s pastures open wide;

a palace of bread for famine’s ache, a future tied.

Tell father all is well, his heart will beat anew;
Jacob’s weary spirit finds a dawn in words come true.
Reconnect, release, rejoice, reconciliation’s kiss:

God’s hidden hand sustains, and love reclaims what sorrow miss.
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